TRIPARTITE POLAND

It became the National League in 1895, and through its
newspaper The Voice addressed Poles in all the three
divisions of their country. The aim and work of the
League are ably described in Roman Dmowski's work,
Thoughts of a Present-day Pole, published in 1902. M.
Dmowski, who was formerly Chairman of the Polish
group in the Russian Duma, was the controlling force
in the League, which aimed at developing the cohesive
spirit of nationality among all Poles, and keeping active
among them their aspiration for all things Polish. Its
task was to establish centres of national thought, and to
perpetuate the Polish language, Polish literature, and
the moral strength of Polish nationality. The League
publicly asserted its belief that Polish nationality had
most to hope for from Russia, though its propaganda
continued to be more generally anti-German than pro-
Russian. When war broke out in 1914 the wisdom of
its policy seemed to be vindicated by the attitude of the
Czar. Most fortunate of all achievements of the National
League was its success in contriving to bridge the social
gaps in the ranks of the Polish people. It appealed, with
some success, for the support of the lesser gentry, the
peasants, and a large proportion of the artisan class.
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